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 I brought to you JAMB Idioms for 2021 because you will come across idioms in JAMB use of English, so here are 30 Likely JAMB

idioms and their meaning, many student do �nd it hard to pass English which is not supposed to be, use of English can boost

your JAMB score if you study it very well, you’ll pass your JAMB will nothing less than 300 if you do well in other subjects.
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JAMB Idioms And Their Meaning 2021

What is idiomatic expression or idioms?

Idiomatic expressions are groups of words with an established meaning unrelated to the meanings of the individual words. Sometimes

called an expression, an idiom can be very colorful and make a ‘picture’ in our minds. So I will show you guys 30 JAMB idioms.

Also read: 12 Ways To Pass JAMB 2021 Examination

JAMB Idioms

CALL A SPADE A SPADE

To state the truth about something even if it’s unpopular or unpleasant

  I know he’s your brother, but let’s call a spade a spade: he’s pretty lazy.

CALL IT A DAY

To stop working on something

   It’s almost 9pm. I think we should call it a day and �nish the report tomorrow.

CHEAP AS CHIPS

2.12. ADD FUEL TO THE FIRE
2.13. ADD INSULT TO INJURY
2.14. ALL EARS
2.15. AT A CROSSROADS
2.16. BARKING UP THE WRONG TREE
2.17. BEAT ABOUT THE BUSH
2.18. BETTER LATE THAN NEVER
2.19. BETWEEN A ROCK AND A HARD PLACE
2.20. BITE OFF MORE THAN ONE CAN CHEW
2.21. BITE THE BULLET
2.22. BLOW OFF STEAM
2.23. BOB’S YOUR UNCLE
2.24. Bog-standard
2.25. BOTCH/BODGE JOB
2.26. BUDGE UP
2.27. BUILDER’S TEA
2.28. BURY ONE’S HEAD IN THE SAND
2.29. BUST ONE’S CHOPS
2.30. BY THE SKIN OF ONE’S TEETH
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When something is inexpensive or good value for money

  It doesn’t look it, but our new sofa was (as) cheap as chips!

CHINESE WHISPERS

Information or rumours that have been passed on by many people and are no longer reliable

   John and Maggie from the o�ce haven’t actually announced they’re getting a divorce. It’s probably just Chinese whispers.

CHIP ON ONE’S SHOULDER

To hold a grudge/be angry about something that happened in the past, or to be arrogant and think too highly of oneself

 Whenever we mention his childhood, he gets really angry. He’s got a chip on his shoulder about it.

  The new sales guy at the o�ce has a real chip on his shoulder. He’s not even that good!

CLAM UP

To become silent or stop talking

 When Bill came into the room, Jenny just seemed to clam up. I think she likes him!

COLD FEET

To get nervous or to have second thoughts about doing something

  He’s getting cold feet about the wedding, but I told him that was perfectly normal

A BLESSING IN DISGUISE

Something that appears bad at �rst but ends up having good results

 Missing that plane turned out to be a blessing in disguise because I got to spend more time with my family.

A SANDWICH SHORT OF A PICNIC

A humorous way of saying someone is stupid or is a bit mad

 He brought only shorts and t-shirts when he went to Sweden in the winter – I think he might be a sandwich short of a picnic!

A STONE’S THROW

Something is very close or near

 Luckily the wedding is just a stone’s throw from our hotel so we can walk there.



ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS

What you do is more important than what you say; someone’s words may not be trustworthy

 Person A: “John keeps saying he wants to take me out for dinner, but then he never does!”

Person B: “Actions speak louder than words.“

ADD FUEL TO THE FIRE

When someone does something to make a bad situation worse

  When Sarah started laughing during the argument, it really added fuel to the �re!

ADD INSULT TO INJURY

To make a bad situation worse

  As if breaking my arm isn’t bad enough, to add insult to injury I have to pay £1,000 in hospital fees as I didn’t have travel insurance!

ALL EARS

To be eagerly waiting to hear about something

Person A: “I have to tell you about what happened on our trip to Spain…”

Person B: “I’m all ears!”

AT A CROSSROADS

To be at a point in your life when you need to make an important decision

  I was at a crossroads when I was o�ered a job in the US, but my boyfriend wanted to stay in London.

BARKING UP THE WRONG TREE

To be wrong or misguided about the reason for something

 He thinks the company’s problems can be solved just by �ring the sales team, but he’s barking up the wrong tree.

BEAT ABOUT THE BUSH

To talk about unimportant things because you’re avoiding a particular topic



Stop beating about the bush! Are you planning to quit university, or not?

BETTER LATE THAN NEVER

It’s better to do something late than not at all

Person A: “Sorry I missed your birthday! There’s a card in the post.”

Person B: “Don’t worry. Better late than never!”

BETWEEN A ROCK AND A HARD PLACE

To be in a di�cult situation where both options are bad

Person A: “If I go to the wedding mum will be upset, but if I don’t go then I’ll be letting down the rest of the family!”

Person B: “Sounds like you’re caught between a rock and a hard place.”

BITE OFF MORE THAN ONE CAN CHEW

To do too much or take something on that is too di�cult

 Person A: “I’m going to start that weekend job at the museum on top of my full-time job because I really need the money.”

Person B: “Sounds like a lot of work! Don’t bite o� more than you can chew.”

BITE THE BULLET

To decide to do something that is di�cult or unpleasant, but necessary.

You’re going to have to bite the bullet and tell your ex-(girlfriend) that you need the apartment back.

BLOW OFF STEAM

To do something that helps you get rid of stress, energy or anger.

 After my meeting with the boss, I went for a run to blow o� steam.

BOB’S YOUR UNCLE

To say that a set of instructions or task is simple or easy

 To make the salad dressing, you just put oil, vinegar, honey and mustard into a bowl, mix them together and bob’s your uncle!



Bog-standard

Something that is very ordinary or basic, nothing special

 Despite the excellent reviews, we thought the restaurant was just bog-standard.

When learning idioms in English, you need to watch out for old-fashioned expressions. For example, you probably know the idiom ‘It’s

raining cats and dogs’. However, most Brits would never use this expression now. It is outdated. Instead we say: ‘It’s bucketing it down!’,

‘It’s chucking it down!’ or ‘It’s pi*sing it down!’.

BOTCH/BODGE JOB

Work that has been done badly, in a clumsy, lazy way

The original builders did such a bodge job of our kitchen that we had to get it completely redone.

BUDGE UP

An informal way of asking someone to move to make room for you

 Could you budge up a bit so I can sit down?

BUILDER’S TEA

Strongly-brewed English breakfast tea with milk

  I’ll have a builder’s tea, please.

BURY ONE’S HEAD IN THE SAND

To refuse to think about or confront serious issues or situations

 Martin just buries his head in the sand when it comes to his �nancial problems.

BUST ONE’S CHOPS

To work very hard on something, or to harass someone

 I was busting my chops all night to get that report �nished!

Stop busting my chops! I’ll mow the lawn later.
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Note: In British English slang, the word ‘chops’ is used to mean ‘mouth’. So the idiom above literally means ‘punch in the mouth’.

BY THE SKIN OF ONE’S TEETH

To narrowly succeed in doing something

  The tra�c was terrible so we only made the plane by the skin of our teeth!

If you study the JAMB idioms very well you won’t have problem with JAMB questions on idioms.

Kindly like, comment and share the JAMB idioms to your friends and other candidates by using any of the share buttons.
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clicking on any of the social media button below.

      

Like 1

RELATED ARTICLES MORE FROM AUTHOR

https://edustuff.com.ng/tag/jamb/
https://edustuff.com.ng/10-reasons-students-fail-literature-in-english-waec-neco-and-gce-questions/
https://edustuff.com.ng/how-to-answer-waec-questions/
https://jamb.org/
https://bit.ly/2DyEG2j
https://edustuff.com.ng/author/mastermind/
https://edustuff.com.ng/author/mastermind/
http://edustuff.com.ng/
https://www.facebook.com/oluwasola.ridwan.1
mailto:admin@edustuff.com.ng
https://edustuff.com.ng/jamb-idioms-for-2021/+2348114712543
http://twitter.com/https://twitter.com/Edustuff%201


Unknown January 15, 2020 at 10:04 pm

The site make leaning easy for me

Kindly add me to group 

08097123874

Reply

Anonymous January 16, 2020 at 10:12 am

Please kidlki add me to the group 07036671631

Reply

Anonymous January 19, 2020 at 3:35 pm

Kindly add me too 08189601249

Reply

Unknown January 28, 2020 at 1:21 pm

Pls add me to.the group 08078693618

Reply

Nnamani Gift February 16, 2020 at 3:55 pm

08141886807 please add me

Reply

Unknown March 11, 2020 at 5:50 pm

JAMB announces new date for 2020 post-UTME screening

JAMB To Meet With Tertiary Institutions To Decide New Date On Admission

How To Answer WAEC Questions 2020 And Pass



6 COMMENTS

https://www.blogger.com/profile/10903846452194778461
https://www.blogger.com/profile/01857643105780919714
https://www.blogger.com/profile/08645398905554896180
https://www.blogger.com/profile/17325812107329427002
https://edustuff.com.ng/jamb-announces-new-date-for-2020-post-utme/
https://edustuff.com.ng/jamb-to-meet-with-tertiary-institutions/
https://edustuff.com.ng/how-to-answer-waec-questions/
https://edustuff.com.ng/jamb-announces-new-date-for-2020-post-utme/
https://edustuff.com.ng/jamb-to-meet-with-tertiary-institutions/
https://edustuff.com.ng/how-to-answer-waec-questions/


09033246262

Reply

LEAVE A REPLY

Name:*

Email:*

Website:

Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next time I comment.

POST COMMENT

Comment:

Edustuff Social

Whatsapp group
facebook
telegram

twitter
     

Recent Posts

KASU Post-UTME / DE Screening Form for 2020/2021 is Out

KASU UTME Departmental Cut-Off Marks for 2020/2021 is Out

KENPOLY Post-UTME Screening Form for 2020/2021 ND Full-Time

KENPOLY Full-Time HND / Pre-ND Admission Form 2020/2021 is out

https://bit.ly/2DyEG2j
https://www.facebook.com/edustuffng
https://edustuff.com.ng/jamb-idioms-for-2021/@edustuffng
https://twitter.com/edustuff1
https://edustuff.com.ng/kasu-post-utme-de-screening-form/
https://edustuff.com.ng/kasu-utme-departmental-cut-off-marks/
https://edustuff.com.ng/kenpoly-post-utme-screening-form/
https://edustuff.com.ng/kenpoly-full-time-hnd-pre-nd-admission-form/


Delta State Poly Otefe-Oghara Post-UTME Screening Form 2020/2021 is out

CATEGORIES

Select Category

Recent Comments

Rokky Rokky on How To Pass WAEC 2020 With 5 Simple Tips

Babatunde on UNILORIN Post UTME / DE Screening Form 2020/2021 Academic Session Is Out

Thanks on 7 Ways To Passing Post UTME Into Any Institution In Nigeria

Joseph on FUOYE Admission requirements; UTME and Direct Entry

Hasan abdullahi babangida on BUK Direct Entry (DE) Screening Form 2020/2021

Pages

#260 (no title)

About Us

Advertise With Us

Contact Us

Dashboard

Home

Instructor Registration

Student Registration

UNILORIN CBT PRACTICE

EDITOR PICKS

https://edustuff.com.ng/delta-state-poly-otefe-oghara-post-utme-screening/
http://gmail/
https://edustuff.com.ng/how-to-pass-waec-2020-with-5-simple-tips/#comment-381
https://edustuff.com.ng/unilorin-post-utme-de-screening-form/#comment-279
http://olawaleemmanuel606@gmail.com/
https://edustuff.com.ng/7-ways-to-passing-post-utme-into-any-institution-in-nigeria/#comment-156
https://edustuff.com.ng/fuoye-admission-requirements-utme-and-direct-entry/#comment-125
https://edustuff.com.ng/buk-direct-entry-de-screening-form-2020-2021/#comment-117
https://edustuff.com.ng/
https://edustuff.com.ng/about-us/
https://edustuff.com.ng/advertise-with-us/
https://edustuff.com.ng/contact-us/
https://edustuff.com.ng/dashboard/
https://edustuff.com.ng/home/
https://edustuff.com.ng/instructor-registration/
https://edustuff.com.ng/student-registration/
https://edustuff.com.ng/unilorin-cbt-practice/


POPULAR POSTS

BREAKING: FG Stops 2020 WASSCE, Suspends Resumption
Modi�ed date: July 17, 2020

FG Insists that Schools Should Only Reopen for Graduating Pupils
Modi�ed date: July 15, 2020

Schools Reopen In Oyo State Today: 9 Things I Noticed
Modi�ed date: July 15, 2020

50

50

38

38

14

11

11

11

8

SCHOOL GISTS

ADMISSION UPDATES

JAMB

EDUCATION & LEARNING

WAEC

UNILORIN

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

UNIABUJA

NECO

POPULAR CATEGORY

ABOUT US

Edustu�.com.ng is an educational platform which gives latest news on education in Nigeria to keep students and
those who needs such information updated always in di�erent categories.

Contact us: admin@edustu�.com.ng

https://edustuff.com.ng/breaking-fg-stops-2020-wassce-suspends-resumption/
https://edustuff.com.ng/breaking-fg-stops-2020-wassce-suspends-resumption/
https://edustuff.com.ng/fg-insists-that-schools-should-only-reopen-for-graduating-pupils/
https://edustuff.com.ng/fg-insists-that-schools-should-only-reopen-for-graduating-pupils/
https://edustuff.com.ng/schools-reopen-in-oyo-state-today-9-things-i-noticed/
https://edustuff.com.ng/schools-reopen-in-oyo-state-today-9-things-i-noticed/
https://edustuff.com.ng/category/school-gists/
https://edustuff.com.ng/category/admission-updates/
https://edustuff.com.ng/category/jamb/
https://edustuff.com.ng/category/education-learning/
https://edustuff.com.ng/category/waec/
https://edustuff.com.ng/category/unilorin/
https://edustuff.com.ng/category/admission-requirements/
https://edustuff.com.ng/category/uniabuja/
https://edustuff.com.ng/category/neco/
https://edustuff.com.ng/
mailto:admin@edustuff.com.ng


FOLLOW US

    

Home  About Us  Contact Us  Advertise With Us  ADMISSION UPDATES  JAMB  SCHOOL GISTS  WAEC

© Copyright © 2020 Edustu�.com.ng | All Rights Reserved

https://www.facebook.com/edustuffng
https://www.t.me/edustuffng
https://www.twitter.com/edustuff1
https://edustuff.com.ng/home/
https://edustuff.com.ng/about-us/
https://edustuff.com.ng/contact-us/
https://edustuff.com.ng/advertise-with-us/
https://edustuff.com.ng/category/admission-updates/
https://edustuff.com.ng/category/jamb/
https://edustuff.com.ng/category/school-gists/
https://edustuff.com.ng/category/waec/

